
Promise to increase amount of affordable housing
MORE than 80 people slept
rough in Guildford Borough
last year.

The figures were revealed
as a new housing strategy was
agreed, with a pledge to in-
crease the number of afforda-
ble homes.

There are 3,389 applicants
on the housing register in
Guildford, with 2,461 of those
in the highest priority bands.

The average cost of a house
in Guildford is £407,943, for a
terraced house is £287,812,
and for a flat £232,828.

The average rent for a two
bed house is £1,250, and entry

level household earnings to
rent privately without housing
benefit is £39,800.

Guildford Borough Council
has said that its target is to
build at least 80 new council
homes by March 2016, and
has said it will work to bring at
least 75 empty homes back
into use.

Councillor Sarah Greedy,
lead councillor for housing
and social welfare, said that
the level of income needed to
rent a house in Guildford im-
mediately shuts an awful lot
of people out of the market,
and emphasises the need for

more affordable housing.
"We are seeing an increase

in need of housing for 16 to
25-year-olds," Cllr Greedy
said.

"They need real support in
living independently.

"There are a number of
people with quite complex
and severe learning disabili-
ties. A large number of people
in the borough have mobility
issues and housing needs to
be independent or provided
in such a way to meet those
needs."

She said one of the coun-
cil's ambitions was to make

the best use of housing they
already had, including empty
homes.

In 2013, the number of long
term empty homes was 470,
down from 597 in 2011.

"There is absolutely no
point having a house or flat
standing empty when we have
so many people in need of ac-
commodation," Cllr Greedy
said.

"There is a real need to in-
crease flow or affordable
housing. For the first time in
more than 20 years, this coun-
cil has started building its
own housing. We have

opened up our first three.
"I'm expecting to open an-

other 60 within the next few
months and the housing strat-
egy makes clear that this
council will directly provide
150 new homes."

One of the council's main
projects is the redevelopment
of Guildford Park car park,
where 100 homes will be built,
50 of which will be affordable,
as well as a multi-storey car
park.

Last year, Cllr Creedy's per-
sonal application to build
nine flats on Quarry Street in
the town centre, none of them

affordable, was approved by
the borough council's plan-
ning committee.

Whilst the threshold at
which a developer must pro-
vide 40% local housing in a
project is 15 homes, it was
suggested in the yet to be
adopted draft local plan that
the number should be re-
duced to five.

However, affordable hous-
ing is not the same as social
housing. While social housing
rent is regulated and can be
around half the market rates,
affordable housing can be as
high as 80% market rates.
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